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RECOMMENDED DRILL AND BIT SIZES
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2 "680. 24 "23/3 "250. +"46/3 55 "530. +"23/1 56 "46/11 3

3 "990. 73 –"46/7 "360. +"61/1 25 "240. –"46/3 85 "46/31 4

4 "211. 23 +"46/7 "070. –"46/5 05 "050. +"46/3 55 "23/7 4

5 "521. 03 +"8/1 "280. +"46/5 54 "750. –"61/1 35 "4/1 4

6 "831. 72 +"46/9 "390. "23/3 24 "260. "61/1 25 "23/9 5

7 "151. 22 "23/5 "601. –"46/7 63 "660. +"61/1 15 "46/91 5

8 "461. 81 –"46/11 "611. +"46/7 23 "670. –"46/5 84 "46/12 6

9 "771. 41 –"61/3 "821. +"8/1 03 "280. +"46/5 54 "46/32 6

01 "091. 01 +"61/3 "041. "46/9 82 "880. –"23/3 34 "8/3 6

21 "612. 2 +"23/7 "251. –"23/5 42 "201. –"46/7 83 "61/7 7

41 "242. D –"4/1 "661. –"46/11 91 "611. +"46/7 23 "46/13 8

61 "862. I +"46/71 "981. +"61/3 21 "231. +"8/1 92 "23/71 9

81 "492. N –"61/5 "902. +"46/31 4 "541. +"46/9 62 "23/91 01

As every good cabinet worker knows, there is
considerable variation in condition and grade of
wood. Therefore, any pilot hole recommendation
is for average conditions, allowance may have to
be made by a competent craftsman to meet
specific conditions.

Too large a hole provides insufficient gripping surface.
An undersize pilot hole likewise weakens the fastening,
because the fibre of the wood is crushed and granulations
are packed in the thread root. This sets up stresses which
tend to split or crack the wood.

The following table lists recommended hole diameters,
from which the experienced woodworker will vary
according to his needs.


